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A Quick History Lesson 

• First Census in 1790  

 

• In 1850 questions on social and economic issues added 

 

• In 1940 Census incorporates statistical sampling 

• Short form – went to everyone 

• Long form – went to sample of the population 

 

• Long form discontinued after 2000 and replaced with 

American Community Survey 



American Community Survey 

• Rolling annual survey produces ESTIMATES on 

characteristics of the population 

• 1 in 40 households annually 

• Updates every year! 

• Smaller sample size than Census long form 

• Larger standard error 

 



American Community Survey 

• 1-year, 3-year, 5-year estimates 

• Average survey data to reduce margin of error 

• Data pertain to period of time, not specific point-in-time 

 



American Community Survey 



American Community Survey 



American Community Survey 



A Dynamic Survey 

• 2008 

• Marital history 

• Health insurance coverage 

• Service connected disability status and rating 

• Disability 

• 2009 

• Bachelor’s field of degree 

• 2013 

• Computer ownership 

• Internet access  



Decennial Census 

Summary File 1 (SF1) 100% 
• Demographics 

• Total population 

• Sex 

• Age 

• Race 

• Hispanic or Latino origin 

• Household relationship 

• Household type 

• Household size 

• Family type 

• Family size 

• Group quarters 

• Housing 
• Number of housing units 

• Occupancy status 

• Vacancy status 

• Tenure 

• Owner-occupied 

• Renter-occupied 

• Urban/Rural designations 



Geography 







Accessing Data 

• American Fact Finder 

• Guided search is 

useful for new users 

• Advanced search for 

experienced users 

• Download 

• CSV     

• Excel 

• PDF 

• RTF 

 

http://factfinder2.census.gov 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/


  Begin with the menus on the left 

 

 

I would like to use the latest ACS 3-year estimates 

but am not sure which counties are available… 

 

I need data for Adair County but am not sure of the 

most recent data available… 



American Fact Finder 



Pay Attention to the Universe! 



Data Comparisons 

• Only compare the same type of estimate 

• 5-year estimates to other 5-year estimates 

• Non-overlapping periods 

• 2007-2009 estimate to 2010-2012 estimate 

• 2000 SF3 

• Some differences in phrasing of questions 

• Period estimates vs. point in time 

• Income, Vacancy rate, college students 

• For most population and housing subjects, comparisons can be 

made 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/comparin

g_data/ 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/comparing_data/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/comparing_data/


Data Limitations 

• American Community SURVEY 

• Sampling and Non-Sampling Error 

• Margins of Error reported for 90% confidence levels 

• Test for reliability 

• Standard Error = Margin of Error / 1.645 

• Coefficient of Variation = (Standard Error / Estimate) * 100 

• Census says use caution when CV > 15% 



Additional Data Sources 

http://ksdc.louisville.edu/ 

• Census Profiles 
• State, ADDs, County, Cities 

• 1980 – 2010 

• Population Estimates 

• Projections 

• Vital Statistics 

• Descriptions of all kinds of public databases 

• Other useful links 
• Kids Count, Kentucky Health Facts 

• Data Requests 

http://ksdc.louisville.edu/
http://ksdc.louisville.edu/
http://ksdc.louisville.edu/


Questions? 

 


